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(57) WHAT IS CLAIMED IS 

A discharge tube comprising two electrodes with a tapered 
distal end disposed to be opposed to each other and a glass 
tube sealing the two electrodes therein, where rare gas is 
sealed in the glass tube, charactierized in that a tip end 
portion of at least one of the electrodes, is formed of an 
impregnated, type electrode where porous high melting point 
metal is impregnated with electron emitting material, and the 
tapered tip end portion of the impregnated type electrode is 
coated with a metal film which reduces work function, such as 
Ir, Ru, Re, Os or the like. 
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